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BISHOP  AUCKLAND 


Urban  District  CounciiS" 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


T.  A.  MCCULLAGH, 

Fellow  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 


FOR  THE  Year  1913. 


To  THE  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

The  nett  Deaths  at  all  ages  during  1913  in  the  District 
number  219  The  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of  the 
year  is  14,299,  and  the  death-rate  is  15-3,  slightly  in  excess 
of  the  previous  year  which  was  exceptionally  health)",  The 
rate  for  the  whole  County  is  i5’i.  The  deaths  of  non- 
residents registered  in  the  district  numbered  54,  and  13 
deaths  of  residents  were  registered  outside  the  District. 
These  are  set  out  in  detail  in  Table  I.  at  the  end  of  this 
Report. 

The  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  numbered  51,  a 
considerable  increase  on  the  previous  year  hen  they  only 
totalled  38.  This  is  disappointing,  as  it  was  confidently 
believed  that  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  and  the  conse- 
quent instruction  of  mothers  in  their  duties  by  County 
Council  Officials,  would  have  had  the  effects  of  lowering  the 
Infant-Mortality  Rate. 

The  causes  of  death  are  analysed  in  Table  IV.  The 
most  fatal  were  ; — 
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Whooping  Cough  . . 5 

Bronchitis  . . . . 8 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . . 8 

Premature  Birth  , . . . 9 

Debility  . . . . . . 9 


There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  or 
Diphtheria  at  this  age. 

The  Intant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Births  is  137,  an 
increase  on  the  previous  year,  when  it  was  121.  The  Rate  for 
the  County  is  exactly  the  same,  so  this  year  we  are  neither 
better  nor  worse  than  our  neighbours. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

The  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  at  all  ages  were  as 
follows  : — 

Enteric  Fever  . . . . i 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . i 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . 5 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . . 14 

21 

In  1912  there  were  17  deaths,  and  in  19 ii,  28  from 
Zymotic  Diseases.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles, 
while  in  tbe  previous  year  there  were  10  ; but  the  deaths  from 
Diarhoea  and  Enteritis  increased  from  2 to  14,  due  probably 
to  the  increased  temperature  of  1912.  The  Zymotic  Death- 
Rate  is  1*4.  That  for  the  whole  of  the  County  is  1*85. 

The  Phthisis  Death-Rate  is  0*9,  a very  slight  increase 
on  1912.  The  County  Death-Rate  is  almost  the  same  0*89. 
The  Deaths  from  all  Tuberculous  diseases  were  20  as  follows  : 
Phthisis,  13  ; Tubercular  Meningitis,  2 ; other  Tuberculous 
diseases,  5. 

There  were  16  deaths  from  Cancer,  20  from  Heart 
Disease,  20  from  Bronchitis,  12  from  Pneumonia,  and  10  from 
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Kidney  Diseases.  Influenza  was  very  prevalent  and  there 
were  8 deaths  due  to  it. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  notifications  received  during  the  year  numbered 
126,  10  less  than  the  previous  year.  They  were  as  follows  : — 


Diphtheria 

3 

Erysipelas 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

..  4^ 

Enteric  . . 

6 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

..  42 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

.•  15 

126 

Three  of  the  cases  of  Enteric  were  ultimately  found  to  be 
attacks  of  Pneumonia,  so  the  total  number  of  Enteric  cases 
is  really  only  3,  a remarkably  good  record  for  a town  of  this 
size.  Almost  all  the  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  of  a very  mild 
type,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  many  attacks  were  so  slight 
that  they  were  unrecognised,  and  therefore  unnotified. 
Ninteen  patients  have  been  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 
in  South  Church  Lane Diphtheria,  i;  Scarlet  Fever,  13 
Enteric,  5 The  Nursing  and  general  arrangements  at  the 
Hospital  have  been  satisfactory,  and  I feel  most  grateful  to 
the  Matron  for  the  care  and  skill  which  she  has  exercised. 
The  patients,  the  wards,  and  the  beds  have  always  been 
scrupulously  clean. 


BIRTHS. 

The  nett  Births  registered  during  1913  were  370,  an 
increase  of  8 on  the  previous  year  The  Birth-Rate  is  25-8, 
considerably  below  the  County  Rate  of  30*6,  so  the  potential 
fathers  and  mothers  of  the  town  should  be  ashamed  of  their 
poor  record. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Water  Supply  has  been  constant,  ample,  and  good. 
The  analysis  made  during  the  year  have  been  quite 
satisfactory.  Every  care  has  been  taken  to  keep  the  filter- 
beds  in  order,  and  this  is  most  necessary,  as  they  are  the 
safeguards  of  the  purity  of  the  water.  As  long  as  tne  filter- 
beds  are  efficient  there  is  no  possibility  of  water  borne 
disease.  The  analyses  were  made  at  the  laboratories  of  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health,  one  chemical  and  one 
Bacteriological,  and  the  opinion  given  was  that  no  exception 
could  be  taken  to  the  quality  of  the  water. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Most  of  the  Milk  supplied  in  the  town  comes  from  the 
Rural  District.  The  places  in  the  Urban  District  where  cows 
are  kept  have  been  inspected  and  are  clean  and  in  good 
condition.  The  quality  of  milk  sold  is  good 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

These  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  be  clean  and  in 
good  condition.  No  tuberculous  or  diseased  meat  has  been 
found  exposed  for  sale,  nor  food  of  any  sort  in  an  unhealthy 
condition. 


LODGING  HOUSES. 

These  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  have  been 
found  to  be  clean  and  in  good  sanitary  condition.  They  have 
been  inspected  by  me,  and  periodically  by  Inspector  Cowan. 

SCAVENGING.  ASHPITS.  ETC. 

There  have  been  a few  complaints  during  the  year  of 
delay  in  emptying  the  ash-bins,  but  on  the  whole  the  work 
has  been  satisfactorily  done,  better,  I think,  than  in  previous 
years.  It  is  very  important  that  the  bins  should  be  emptied 
regularly  and  frequently,  otherwise  the  ground  where  they 
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stand  becomes  almost  as  polluted  as  that  near  the  old  ash- 
pits.  The  emptying  and  cleansing  of  ash-pits  has  been 
satisfactorily  done.  The  number  of  water- closets  is  still 
increasing,  and  the  insanitary  Privy- Ashpits  are  decreasing. 
The  numbers  for  the  last  four  years  will  shew  what  steady 
improvement  has  taken  place, 


1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913- 

Water-Closets 

1828 

i860 

1905 

Ash-Closets 

681 

772 

766 

757 

Privy- Ashpits 

764 

725 

670 

641 

Special  inspections 

were 

made  by 

me  of 

Hawthorne 

Cottages.  Ashpits  in  Hurworth  Street,  of  all  the  houses  in 
in  Southgate  Street,  of  Blue  Row,  the  sanitary  conditions  at 
the  Forge  and  Steel  Works,  of  Sun  Street,  Tow  Edward 
Street,  Gibbon  Street,  South  Church  Lane,  Frederick  Street, 
Clayton  Street,  Finkle  Street,  Peel  Street. 

I also  attended  a consultation  with  Dr.  Farier,  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  to  discuss  the  question  of  scaveng- 
ing. He  considered  that  the  scavenging  should  be  done  by 
the  staff  of  the  Council,  and  that  it  would  be  cheaper  and 
more  efficient  than  the  present  system, 

FOOD  SUPPLY. 

The  Markets  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  no 
unwholesome  food,  animal  or  vegetable,  has  been  observed, 
consequently  no  seizures  or  proceedings  have  taken  place. 
The  water  analy  sis  is  referred  to  in  another  part  of  this 
Report. 


RIVER  POLUTION. 

Continual  pollution  of  the  Gaunless  occurs  in  South 
Church  Lane  just  outside  the  Urban  District  boundary.  A 
tip  at  the  road  side  is  used  for  all  sorts  of  filth  and  night-soil. 
It  is  always  open  and  anyone  can  and  does  use  it,  the  Urban 
Council  amongst  others.  I drew  attention  to  this  matter  last 
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year  in  my  Annual  Report,  but  neither  the  County  Council 
nor  the  Rural  Council  has  taken  any  notice  of  it.  This 
polution  is  within  a very  short  distance  of  the  elaborate 
Purification  Works  at  South  Church. 

DRAINAGE.  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  existing  sewers  are  sufficient  for  the  requirements 
of  the  District,  with  the  exception  of  a portion  of  the  South 
end  of  the  town.  The  sewage  is  dealt  with  at  the  Council’s 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Binchester.  The  sewers  have 
been  regularly  flushed  during  the  year.  Negotiations  are 
proceeding  with  the  Rural  Council  for  the  disposal  of  the 
sewage  of  a part  of  Cockton  Hill,  but  no  definite  arrangement 
has  yet  been  come  to. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 

During  the  year  i8i  houses  have  been  inspected  under 
and  for  the  purposes  of  section  17  of  the  Act  of  1909,  and  ii 
of  these  were  found  to  be  unsuitable  for  habitation.  Closing 
orders,  in  consequence  were  made  in  7 cases.  Defects  in  19 
dwelling  houses  were  remedied  without  Closing  Orders  being 
made,  and  i house  was  rendered  habitable  after  a Closing 
Order  had  been  obtained. 


Table  of  Work  done  : — 


The  number  of 
dwelling  houses 
inspected  under 
and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  section 
17  of  the  Act  of 
1909 

The  number  of 
dwelling  houses 
which  on 
inspection  were 
eonsidcred  tobe  in 
a state  so  danger- 
ous or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human 
habitation 

2 

The  numher  of 
representations 
made  to  the 
local  Authority 
with  a view  to 
making  of 
Closing  Orders 

3 

The 

number 

of 

Closing 

Orders 

made 

4 

The  number  of 
dwelling  houses 
the  defects  in 
which  were 
remedied  with- 
out making  of 
Closing  Orders 

The  number  of 
dwelling  houses 
which  after  the  mak- 
ing of  ClosingOrders 
were  put  into  a fit 
state  for  human 
habitation,  and  the 
general  character  of 
the  defects  found  to 
exist 

6 

I8I 

II 

I 1 

7 

19 

I 
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The  general  character  of  the  defects  found,  viz.: — 


Defective  Drains  ...  ...  i 

Damp  Foundations  ...  ...  i 

Yards  unpaved  ...  3 

Fall  Pipes  connected  to  Sewer  ...  1 

Overcrowded  Houses  . . ...  2 

Defective  Floors  ...  ...  2 

Foul  Privy- Ashpits  ...  ...  27 

Walls  damp  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  Cellars  ...  ...  5 

Minor  defects  . . ...  4 


There  is  very  little  overcrowding  in  this  District.  One 
case  occured  in  Derby  Yard,  where  two  families  w^ere  found 
living  in  one  house  of  two  rooms.  One  of  the  families  left 
on  Mr.  Sanderson’s  request,  without  further  proceedings. 
Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  in  Bankwell 
Yard,  Kilburn’s  Yard,  and  Wilkinson’s  Yard,  and  also  in 
Dennison’s  Yard,  and  houses  in  Finkle  Street,  Back  Bondgate 
Great  Gates,  are  to  be  permanently  closed.  A very  marked 
improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  conjested  areas  about 
Bondgate.  Titigation  is  still  going  on  in  reference  to  the 
houses  in  Sun  Street  where  there  were  insanitary  privies  and 
ashpits. 

At  present  there  is  ample  accommodation  for  the 
working  classes  of  the  District,  and  except  in  some  parts  of 
Bondgate  and  ,the  Town  Head  the  quality  of  the  houses  is 
generally  good.  The  number  of  Privy-Ashpits  lessens  every 
year,  and  the  number  of  Water-Closets  increases.  Fifty-one 
Privy- Ashpits  have  been  replaced  by  Water-Closets  since 
my  last  P.eport. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  Disrtict  during  1913  and  previous  Years. 

BISHOP  AUCKLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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Total  Population  at  all  ages,  13,886  | 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  3,161  V-  At  Census  of  1911. 

Average  number  of  Persons  per  house,  4-3) 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water),  950. 


TABLE  II 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the 
Year  1913. 

BISHOP  AUCKLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT 


At  Ages — Years 

Total 

Case.« 

Notifiable  Diseases 

At  all 
Ages 

Under 

1 

' 1 to  6 

5 to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  45 

45  to  65 

65  aud 
upwar’s 

removed 

to 

Hospital 

Small-Pox 

•• 

... 

•• 

•• 

•• 

.• 

. . 

Cholera  . , 

•• 

•• 

.. 

. . 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 

3 

1 

..  2 

... 

1 

Erysipelas 

19 

1 

1 

2 

8 

4 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

41 

7 

31 

1 

. . 

13 

Typhus  Fever 

. . 

... 

... 

•• 

. . 

. . 

Enteric  Fever 

6 

4 

.. 

2 

.. 

5 

Relapsing  Fever 
Continued  Fever  . . 

... 

, , 

* , 

Puerperal  Fever 

.. 

.. 

Cerebro- spinal 
Meningitis 

1 

, , 

•• 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

42 

j 

5 

9 

21 

5 

2 

•• 

Other  forms  cf 

1 uberculosis 

15 

2 

7 

2 

3 

1 

, , 

Totals 

126 

1 1 

10 

50  1 

14 

34 

12 

5 

19 

South  Church  Lane  Isolation  Hospital — Urban  Council. 

The  Workhouse— The  Guardians.  Accommodation  for  open-air  treatment 
ot  Tuberculosis.  ' 


IS 

TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1913. 

BISHOP  AUCKLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  Subjoiued  Aj 
occurring  within  or  wit 

ges  of  Residents  whether 
hout  the  District 

Total  Deaths 

whether  of 
Residents 

Causes  of  Death 

All 

Ages 

Under 
1 Year 

1 and 
under  2 

2 and 
under  5 

6 and 
: underl5 

1.5  and 
i under25 

25  and 
' underlf 

45  and 

1 underdf 

^ 66  and 
i up  war’s 

1 

or  Non- 
Residents  in 
Institutions 
in  the  district 

All  } Certified 

208 

49 

6 

9 

8 

10 

16 

67 

53 

causes  \ Uncertified 

11 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

•• 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Small-Pox... 

. . 

. . 

, . 

• • • 

Measles 

. . 

. . 

, , 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

. . 

. . 

i 

, . 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

5 

. . 

. . 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  .. 

*8 

• . 

... 

. . 

Influenza  . . 

. . 

. . 

"5 

"2 

5 

Erysipelas  . . 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

• • 

• • 

• • 

Tuberculosis) 

13 

. . 

. . 

3 

4 

5 

1 

7 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous 

2 

1 

* • 

1 

1 

Diseases 

Cancer,  Malignant 

5 

•• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Disease 

16 

. . 

1 

8 

7 

3 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

. . 

. . 

1 

Meningitis.. 

1 

. . 

. . 

i 

i 

Organic  Heart  Direase 

20 

. . 

. • 

"i 

1 

1 

16 

n 

9 

Bronchitis  . . 

20 

8 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

8 

Pneumonia  (all forms).. 
Other  Diseases  of  Respi- 

12 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

ratory  Organs 

i’4 

. . 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
Appendicitis  and 

8 

1 

2 

i 

2 

1 

Typhlitis 

. • 

. . 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

. - 

. . 

.... 

Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

1 

• • 

1 

1 

Disease 

10 

. . 

1 

5 

4 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and  dis- 
eases of  Pregnancy 

• * 

* * 

and  Parturition  . . 
Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 

1 

■■ 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 
Violent  Deaths, 

4 

24 

• • 

2 

excluding  Suicide.. 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

8 

Suicides 

4 

, , 

. . 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or 

28 

1 

•• 

i 

4 

... 

4 

9 

"9 

15 

unknown 

25 

1 

• * 

1 

4 

19 

22 

219 

51 

6 

10 

8 

10 

17 

58 

59 

91 

13 


TABLE  IV. 

Infant  Mortality. 

1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various 
Ages  under  i Year  of  Age. 


BISHOP  AUCKLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


CD 

00 

C/i 

to 

CO 

SO 

«3 

CO 

C 

x: 

H 

X 

4^ 

p 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 Year 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

f-i 

(V 

n3 

ID 

W 

0 

S 

S 

0 

P 

0 

0 

s 

a 

(M 

CO 

0 

CO 

Oi 

U) 

r-l 

CN 

CO 

CO 

CO 

All 

) Certified 

11 

5 

2 i 

18 

8 

10 

7 

6 

-19 

Causes  j Uncertified 

1 

•• 

••  i 

• 

1 

•• 

1 ! 

•• 

’* 

Small-Pox 

Chicken-Pox 

Measles  . . 

Scarlet  F ever 
Whooping  Cough  .. 

i 

2 

2 

1 

5 

, Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

'TuherculousMeningitis 

Abdominal 

- 

Tuberculosis  . . 

Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases 

Meningitis  (not 

Tuberculous) 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

Laryngitis 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

3 

3 

8 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

1 

1 

3 

( Diarrhoea 

1 

3 

i Enteritis . . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Gastritis  . . 

Syphilis  . . 

Rickets  . . 
Suffocation,  overlying 

1 

1 

Injury  at  Birth 
Atelectasis 
f Congenital 

1 

1 

1 

1 Malformation 

1 

2 

3 

3 

-!  Premature  Birth 

1 Atrophy,  Debility,  and 

8 

1 

9 

9 

f Marasmus 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1 

9 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

1 

2 

12 

5 

2 

19 

i 8 

11 

7 

6 

51 

Nett  Births  in  the  vear  i 333 

iNett  hJirtr.s  in  the  year  ^ 3^ 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  vear  i legitimate  infants,  48 
iNett  u.atns  in  ttie  jear  J illegitimate  infants,  3 
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TABLE  V. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1913, 
for  the  Urban  District  of  Bishop  Auckland,  on  the  administration 
of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 


Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework 

l^lNSPECriON. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  vSanitary  Inspectors 
or  Inspectors  ot  Nuisances. 


Premises, 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factoiies 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces 

47 

13 

Total 

47 

13 

2.-DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

N umber 
of 

1 Prosecutions 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts— 
Want  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  Ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

Other  Nuisances 
y . \ insufficient 

. am  ary  ( unsuitable  or  defective 

Accommodation  j 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act — 

Illegal  occupation  of  Underground 
Bakehouse... 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  require- 
ments for  Bakehouses  .. 

Other  Offences 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

5 

2 

3 

not  occu 
1 

pied  now 

Total 

12 

11  j 

